
Which Jesus? 

 

Mat 27:17  So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?”  

 

Mat 27:20  Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
destroy Jesus.  

Mat 27:21  The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for 
you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”  

 

The early church historians recorded the first name of Barabbas to be Jesus (a common 
name in Israel at the time). This name was later removed as some did not want the name Jesus 
to be associated with the prisoner released in place of Christ. Some translations term Barabbas 
a murderer (which he might have been), but the charges against him put him more in the light 
of a freedom fighter that had risen up against the Roman overlords. 

If we breakdown the name Barabbas, we see the root words of Bar (son of) and Abba 
(the father) which would make his full name Jesus son of the father by interpretation. While no 
one would argue Barabbas as being the Messiah, this does add a layer of intrigue to Pilate’s 
question to the angry mob gathered on his front steps. In essence, the Roman proconsul is 
asking the crowd, “Which Jesus do you want?” On one hand, Jesus son of the father (freedom 
fighter, revolutionary, enemy of Rome) or Jesus called Christ? Or simply, did they want a 
soldier or a savior? 

Even today, we must search the scriptures to see which Jesus we are offered (or that we 
offer to others) to ensure we represent the True Son of God as best we can in the context of 
God’s Word. Whether or not He fits the latest cultural bias or what is deemed socially 
acceptable as the scripture says, “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forevermore”.  

 

 

 


